A journey in the universe of Vitas, the 5 octave voice

‘The deep respect of the spectator for Vitas is the main reason which makes us go on’, reveals the artist`s producer, Sergey Pudovkin. 
Many have wondered what lies beyond this amazing voice, what does the inner universe of this controversial artist look like, which by his outstanding talent, he comes to reveal

a magic world of positive feelings, love, a sequence of moods transmitted with every song performed and strongly lived on the stage, a world named by his producer ‘Vitas Planet’. The artist is surrounded by a mysterious halo because he doesn`t like talking about himself or giving interviews, instead he lets his music speak for him. ‘Vitas is an artist who feels at ease expressing his feelings in a more familiar language- by music and talking to the public at concerts because this way he can look them in their eyes. The interview is a specific way of communication, not comfortable for all artists’, reveals his producer.
Nevertheless, we tried to find out some things about the artist who impressed a whole world with his unique voice and talent and about his future plans, from the producer Sergey Pudovkin.
-When did Vitas appear for the first time on stage?
-At the age of 4, in a duet of accordion, together with his grandfather Arkadi Davydovich.

-At what age did he compose well-known ‘Opera 2’?

-When he was 12, during nighttime. He told me that he had dreamt the song. He woke up at 4 in the morning, he sat at the piano and started to play the rhythm. At the sound of his voice, people on the same street woke up. I found the song on one of the four tapes that he gave to me behind the scenes of the experimental theatre in Odessa, when we first met. These materials had been recorded, of course, in unprofessional conditions, at home, accompanied by the piano and the guitar. At first, I was impressed by his acting talent, as I had seen him in a plastic movement scene, but after I listened to his songs, I realized that Vitas was not only an exquisite actor but also a singer with a genuine voice. Therefore, I decided to choose the vocal stream of his talent as a priority in talking about Vitas` artistic life, instead of the acting one.
-What is the secret of the vocal technique, how can Vitas reach the 5 octaves, even 5 and a half reached during the recordings for ‘Mulan’ soundtrack, as posted on the official site.
-Actually, there is no secret. It all goes back to his childhood, when he systematically practiced his voice in daily rehearsals of a few hours, with various teachers of canto: classical music, jazz, and recently with teachers from the Orient who teach him special techniques of singing. Vitas found out many secrets from the Oriental style of singing, because these singers use a special breathing technique, extremely important and useful for a vocalist. Thus, the most important way, we cannot call it a secret, is constant and daily rehearsal with teachers of canto. No matter if it is during the concert tours or vacation, the constant practice and perfecting of his voice is a vital point in his agenda, and to all this, his genuine talent.

-You have recently come back from a successful concert tour in China. You also had in the program new songs, dancers, an impressive orchestra. Are you thinking of bringing all these to other concerts in other countries or you prefer to keep these for China, for vast concerts?
-This concert tour called ‘Sleepless Night’, which indeed started on the Asian continent, in China, which had 14 vast concerts (some of them took place on stadiums with a capacity of almost 100.000 people), will continue in Korea, Malaysia, Indonesia, Japan. We had a successful performance of this type in Israel, too. Obviously, the world tour Sleepless night will continue. I really hope that this vast project with its successful program to be brought to Europe and to be appreciated- first on the list would be Romania. We have the best and most pleasant memories here, in Bucharest. Needless to say, we do want to come back with this program and to meet again the kind and intelligent public in your country.
-As far as I noticed, up to now, the concert programs vary from one location to another. How do you decide what songs to be included, how do you establish the format? Do the fans, the public and the culture of a country help to decide this?
-Of course we try to take into account certain differences. If we have vast concerts on the Asian Continent, some pieces are specially designed for this, considering the local culture: there are songs in Chinese or specific costumes, appealing to the public. I`m not for the change in program, nor do I encourage to change it according to the country. Therefore, most songs will be the same as they are personal creations of Vitas. I don`t agree with the change according to the country or region, and I never will. Anyways, when we came to Romania for the first time, Vitas performed together with the master Gheorghe Zamfir, and he was delighted. I express my deepest respect and I`m very grateful to him for the lovely moments and songs they sang together. Our first experience in Romania was really special, it was a great musical experiment. When we come back, I`d like to invite Maestro Zamfir to take part in all the concerts, as we`re planning to have a concert tour to include more cities in Romania.
-Does Vitas ask for your opinion when he chooses his songs or about the pieces he composes or he is the one to take decisions on the artistic field?

-You see, Vitas and I have been working for 10 years now and of course we discuss the artistic matters, the repertoire, but 90% is Vitas` decision, because he has the feeling about the right song, the right performance, so, as you can see this is the most important thing for us. More than that, Vitas is a good actor, too, not only a singer with a great voice and a great talent, he is an actor who lives through his songs on the stage and creates an exquisite show for each song. That is why, the final decision about the new repertoire belongs to Vitas.

-How is the new album going to be called and when are you releasing it?
-The new album is going to be called ‘Say you love’ and will consist of recently composed songs by Vitas. About the release, the one in Russia and also the world wide release will be till the New Year. Most probable the first release will be at the end of October- beginning of November 2009, and the next will be the release in the Asian countries, followed by that in Europe and USA.
-Where is the recording of the new album going to take place and how many songs is it going to have?

-We usually record in Russia, Moscow, but the refine is done by our old partners and workmates in London, with whom we have been working for a long time now. This way, we get an international product: we write and do the arrangements in Moscow, and the final refine and assembling is handled by our mates in England. So far, 12 songs have been chosen, but the final decision is to be taken. Still, I think the album will consist of 12 personal compositions of Vitas.
-What role did Vitas play in the clip ‘La donna e Mobile’ and where did the filming take place?

-We filmed in Vorontsov Palace close to Yalta (Alupka resort, Crimea Peninsula, Ukraine). It is a well-known and picturesque place, an old museum, a historical place with impressive rooms. In this clip, Vitas played himself, back in the 18th century, at the concert organized by a certain marquise, with a controversial personality, who invited personalities to the Court. Vitas performed, and by his voice and presence changed the guests of the event who were finally emotionally marked. This clip is not a story with a movie based topic, but an intent of creating the atmosphere of the 18th century, with specific design, beautiful costumes, elegant dresses and remarkable adornments. I would call it an Italian clip for an Italian song. It will soon be broadcasted on television, web site and Internet. For this matter, I have much trust in the public who will see this clip, more than in our suppositions about one clip or another.
-I presume that the story of this clip was created by you.

-Yes, all the clips, from the first to the latest, were imagined by me and Vitas.
-Is ‘La donna e Mobile’ going to be included in the new album?

-The new album will consist exclusively of songs composed by Vitas, but I intend to release a new album called ‘Hits for Generations’ or ‘Music for 3 Generations’ which will include the most famous and special songs performed in different countries during the last 5 years ‘La Donna e Mobile’, ‘O Sole Mio’, ‘In Memory of Caruso’, ‘Lie Ciocarlie’, ‘Kalinka’, ‘Suburban Nights in Moscow’, and others.

-What can you tell us about the clip ‘Love Me’?

-‘Love Me’ is a special song, composed by Vitas, with a video clip made in a special way. We filmed in nature, in Yalta, close to the Leisure House Ukraine, where the landscape is breathtaking. This song will be included in the next project that will take place quite soon, so now I cannot reveal more.
-Are you going to publish an autobiographical book about Vitas in the near future?
-No, we aren`t going to do that. Vitas didn`t reach the age when he can write his memories. After many years, could be...

-You filmed a lot in China during the concert tour ‘Sleepless Nights’. Are you going to make a new documentary with these materials?

-Yes, in a few months a documentary will be presented with the most important and nicest moments of the World Concert Tour of the artist. 
- It will be an exquisite material, a special event, an album or another material for the 10th anniversary?
-No, I`m not keen on such events. Not the next year, nor even in 10 years, maybe for the 25th anniversary, just maybe.

-What is the secret of Vitas` physical strength during his concerts of many hours?

-Vitas practices sports a lot, dances, he`s not a smoker, he doesn`t drink, and he likes swimming a lot. He felt great swimming in the sea, in Israel, when we had a concert tour.

-Is he still suffering from the sea phobia he had since he was a child due to the misfortunate event when he almost drowned?
-He still has, no doubt, that unpleasant memory from his childhood and he sometimes feels uneasy about it, but the whole story had a happy ending. During the concert tours, he swims in the hotel pools; the joy of swimming made him get over the memory of that event.

-Vitas has recently participated in the filming of a big movie in China, ‘Mulan’, in which he had one of the main roles and composed and interpreted the main sound-track (the movie will be presented at the International Film Festival in Cannes). What do you think he likes best, acting or singing?
-It is very difficult to say, when one is a great artist and a talented actor in the same time. It is hard to say what way he prefers, but I can say that the involvement of Vitas in this cinematographic mega-project is an extremely interesting event. Generally, this type of activity attracts him, and from the performance point of view and by the way he gave life to the character it was a success. The roles are like children to him, they are all dear and appealing at the same time. I, personally, think that in time the acting career will become richer, but in the same time his singing career, composition of new songs will remain the main issue for him. In the free time, we will not rest, but participate in film productions because this is an interesting thing for Vitas.
-On which big screens of the European countries will the film ‘Mulan’ appear?
-By what my Asian colleagues from China and Hong Kong said, all European countries will be included, that is why I hope that in the near future- probably in December and January of the next year- the film ‘Mulan’ will be in the European cinemas and Vitas will be able to meet the Romanian public again. I really hope this thing to happen.

-Will Vitas star in other films, too?

-Vitas signed a contract for the film ‘Easy to Dance?’ made by film productions in Hong Kong and USA. It`s a musical, with lots of dancing, lively, colourful, lots of music and in which Vitas will play the role of Michael Jackson. Of course, Vitas will be Vitas, but he will play the role of this great and talented artist. The project was signed, we reached a preliminary agreement, so, I hope filming will start soon, possibly at the end of September.
-Is Vitas going to sing or dance in the film?

-Both, because Michael Jackson did both in the same time and so will Vitas do.

-Do you find the lack of physical resemblance between Vitas and Michael Jackson a real challenge?

-There was no initial intention of finding a perfect resemblance of the physical or vocal part nor in the dancing style between the two. It is a role that Vitas wishes to perform in an expressive, full of colour and different way.

-As far as I know, when he was a teenager, Vitas was a fan of Michael Jackson. Is it true?

-The type of musical format and ideas that he did, were appealing to Vitas. I cannot say if Vitas was a fan of Michael Jackson, but he was very interested in his creations, and that is why Vitas will be really into this role. Michael Jackson is a genuine artist who will continue to stir interest, who did lots of new things and who surprised the public with every performance (after a few hours, and meanwhile breaking news about the death of The Pop King were broadcasted , Pudovkin said: Unfortunately I have found out the sad news that Michael Jackson died a few hours ago...In this situation I don`t know under what conditions will the project happen and how it will evolve, so I cannot make any commentaries for the moment being.)
-Do you have in mind a new duet with another singer for the future?
-To be honest, in general, I`m not into duets. I find more interesting the musical experiments of the type that was done together with Gheroghe Zamfir, with this type of special musicians. I hope this collaboration will continue for the next concerts in Romania, we will create and perform other 2 or 3 original common compositions. Still, two vocalists...I`m not so interested in such projects, but if a suggestion comes up, this will be analyzed, at least we can try...
-Is it possible that Vitas may not sing live at concerts?

-The entire concert that took place in Bucharest and in all the other concerts in the world, from a vocal point of view, they are live performances. When it comes about instruments that are used and occasionally backing vocals, yes, sometimes, there are recorded parts for some of the instruments, because it is impossible for us to bring on stage an orchestra of 40 instruments at every concert. They wouldn`t fit into the hall of concerts. This thing is widely used because this is not an acoustic, instrumental concert. Those works which allow for original interpretation, meaning acapella, without being accompanied by a phonogram or instrumental recordings such as: ‘Ave Maria’, ‘O Sole Mio’, ‘La Dona e Mobile’, they don`t need the use of additional musical instruments. I repeat, this refer only to the instrumental part. Vitas sings live at all his concerts.
 -Still, there have been people claiming the opposite...

-Yes I am in touch with such statements, but on this matter I can tell you again that all the songs during the concerts, no matter the place, are interpreted live by Vitas.

-Were there situations in which you had to cancel a concert due to health problems of the artist?

-In Vitas` artistic life and in my activity as a producer, the most important and valuable element is the public and we will not let it down. Naturally, these types of situations existed, but, thanks God, not many, because Vitas is in a good shape, he has a healthy lifestyle. More than that, he shows deep respect to his public in his repertoire, stage performance, the words he addresses to the public or the lyrics.
-On May 12, this year (2009), Vitas participated in a charity concert in the name of the people who died in the earthquake that happened in Sichuan Province, China in 2008. Did Vitas take part before in such events?
-It is hard for me to talk about charity, because as in the case of private life, it seems to me that this matter should also be somehow ‘private’. When artists and producers start talking actively about it, naming figures, amounts of money, I, personally don`t feel at ease to hear or read about. I believe that if you do charity, no matter the situation- earthquake, orphanage- it should be silent, without many words. Vitas constantly participates in such events- three years ago, last year, this year, next year. We get involved in all possible charity events. (C.G.:Just a few days after the interview, the money from the concert that took place on June 30 in Latvia, Jurmala, was donated to a foundation to support the operations and treatments for some children with various health problems.)
-You have seen Vitas growing up. You have been like a father and a friend to him. Has he changed along the years?

-I wouldn`t call this a friendship, nor a parental relationship. Our bond is one between an artist and his producer, because the professional element is the key. We feel deep respect for each other, but it is not a friendship. It is a producer-artist relationship, in which each part plays his role. It is true that we celebrate birthdays together, but I repeat that it is wrong to call it friendship. About the question whether Vitas has changed along the time, I can tell that he has changed, he has become a grown up. In his life there have been happy and sad events, but the most important thing is that he is still that kind-hearted, open, sensitive person. He didn`t let himself influenced by the show business even if he has been working for a long time now. He kept his pure soul which guided him in daily life, on the stage and in his music. This makes me feel a deep respect for the man and artist Vitas.
-What do you wish for Vitas in the coming years on the professional plan?

-My answer may not be satisfying, but I don`t wish for anything. I consider that Vitas has established his place in the world as an artist. He keeps doing his duty, we do what we like, so in this case, we only wish for one thing: to keep the respect and interest of the public which is being expressed in many countries of the world. This is the greatest and priceless achievement, and to wish for prizes, recognition or a new album-these are not aspirations but every day duties. Keeping the respect of the public, their interest and attention- this is the goal of our activity and artistic life.
-As far as I know, you have studies in philosophy and psychology, is that so?
-Yes, you are right.

-Does this help you in your business?

-Hard to say. Generally, I consider that an intelligent person, well brought up, can succeed in almost any business: in oil, banking and financing, also in the show- business as a producer. I don`t think that my studies mattered a lot. In Russia, studies and their applicability in real life are ‘two different parts’ as they say in Odessa.
-The number of fans in Romania has become greater and greater in the latest period. They have started more fan-clubs and sites dedicated to Vitas. Is this fact going to make you approach the Romanian public in a special way?

-We are very honored and delighted about this. I cannot say that some fans are more special than others. Vitas loves and respects his fans all over the world equally. They all have a special place in his heart.

-What do you like most about your work, what motivates you to continue?

-This is a very important and serious question which has an answer of the same value. As I said before during the interview, the answer is obvious: the public. The motivation to go on - to work, to write new songs, new programs and albums, to do rehearsals and canto lessons and all the rest that I have mentioned before - is the public. And, of course, the respect of the people for Vitas- and I`m not going to enter details now- is the main motivation element that makes us continue. It is Vitas` greatest happiness and joy to get on the stage and share his emotions and energy with the public.
-Thank you very much! I hope we will continue this interesting conversation when you come back in Romania.

· I`d be delighted! We can`t wait to meet the Romanian extraordinary public again. Until the next meeting we invite you on the official site of the artist www.vitas.com.ru .
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